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We are indeed conditioned by the contexts in which we live,
but we are also the creators of our political and social
constructions and we can change them if we are so determined.
[1]

Mary Dietz

In the debate [2] between Simon Springer and David Harvey on
what ideological frame the radical geography should adopt,
Harvey's proposal for letting radical geography free of any
particular “ism” seems to make a lot of sense. And although
their polemical texts discuss, at first sight, the matter of
radical geography, in my opinion, they have also a wider
importance for the whole question of the role of ideology in
the project for social liberation and emancipation. With small
exceptions, the proposal of freeing ourselves from ideology
seems highly neglected from the movements for social
emancipation, and I think this is a big mistake if we want to

actually involve more people in them and act constructively.

We see activists and thinkers being busy with trying to keep
their ideological/identical “purity”, often engaging 1in
endless discussions on what is “anarchist”, “marxist” or
whatever. Don’t get me wrong, I do not mean to abandon theory
as such in the name of direct action. On the contrary, I think
that theoretical research and critical thinking are essential
for effective action. But Ideology must not be mistaken with
theory.

Ideology and non-contextuality

The Situationist International defined Ideology as a doctrine
of interpretation of existing facts [3], which can be
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understood as thinking in a non-contextual way. What this
means 1s that the ideologue creates a certain type of
analysis, influenced by his local context (social environment,
economic development, culture etc.) and constantly tries to
fit in it realities, born in different contexts, which often
leads to non-understanding. We can see this clearly, for
example, in the reactions of certain anarchists and marxists
(having purist class analysis based solely on realities of
19th-century industrial Europe), which are judging the events
in Rojava, searching there for “proletariat”, that does not
exist in the classical Western sense [4].

In this line of thought, Ideology castrates the ideas one has,
turning them into sterile/mummified dogmas that cannot exist
beyond their initial form. The “ideologized” ideas become
incompatible with realities/contexts that differ from the ones
that have given them birth, and in a way, they become useless.
The 1ideological non-contextuality obstructs both the
theoretical research and the subsequent from it activity.
Ideology creates the dogmatic notion of utopia and excludes
everything that does not fit in it, even if there are some
common principles (as we saw above in the case of Rojava),
creating a sort of self-alienating elitist subculture.

Thus Ideology becomes more self-expressive than instrumental.
It morphs into specific identity, often serving as an excuse
for abdicating from broad social affairs. Instead, it creates
its own circle of self-interest, open mainly to like-minded
(sharing same Ideology) individuals who remove themselves
voluntarily from the institutions and social networks of the
society which they potentially could influence [5]. As
Jonathan Matthew Smucker points out:

[..] when we do not contest the cultures, beliefs, symbols,
narratives, etc. of the existing institutions and social
networks that we are part of, we also walk away from the
resources and power embedded within them. In exchange for a
shabby little activist clubhouse, we give away the whole farm.



We let our opponents have everything.

Because of its non-contextual character, Ideology can be
viewed as part of the dominant nowadays imaginary, based on
bureaucratic logic, which needs to frame everything into
“comfortable” fixed boxes, i.e. strict social and political
roles, thus creating and strengthening identity, rather than
ideas. In her book The Emergence of social space, Kristin Ross
describes how during the Paris Commune, Catulle Mendes
(representing the pre-commune order) 1is not really mourning
the drop in production but rather his anxiety stems from the
attack on identity, since the shoemakers stopped making shoes,
but barricades [6]. She traces this bureaucratic logic of
narrow identity back to Plato, for whom in a well-constituted
state a unique task is being attributed to each person; a
shoemaker is first of all someone who cannot also be a warrior

[7].

One characteristic of the bureaucratic logic is its inherent
predisposition towards hierarchy, since some tasks and roles
are more important than others. David Graeber, in an interview
for the Greek political magazine Babylonia, defines Ideology
as the idea that one needs to establish a global analysis
before taking action, which presupposes that the role of
intellectual vanguard (narrow ideologues-experts), have to
play a leadership role in any popular political movement [8].

Beyond Ideology: Context is all

In order for modern social movements to really challenge the
existing order, they will have to overpass the limits of the
contemporary imaginary, based on bureaucratic logic and fixed
political roles. In practice this means moving beyond
ideology, i.e. locating desirable principles and results, and
simultaneously making efforts at adjusting them to the local
context. This does not mean to leave aside our ideals and to
“go with the flow”, but on the contrary, to try to share them
with as more people as possible, who most probably don’t share



the same (or any at all) Ideology/dogma/political lifestyle.
In so doing questions such as “is EZLN anarchist or not” [9]
will become obsolete and replaced by “what do they propose, on
what basis and principles, how and do we agree with what they
do” and so on.

In the end, it depends on the goals we target with our
struggles. If we strive towards social emancipation and direct
democratic participation, we cannot but try to link various
struggles, movements and as many people as possible and for
this to happen, we have to change the way we express our ideas
according to the interlocutor we have before us. As Aki Orr
suggests: A society can be run by Direct Democracy only if
most of its citizens want to decide policies themselvessince
no minority, however positive its intentions, can impose it on
society [10].

Steps towards this direction were made by Larry Giddings, who
replaced the ideological label “anarchist” with the broader
“anti-authoritarian” [11]. He did so after acknowledging that
whether he recognizes non-anarchist struggles or not, they
still exist, and by ignoring them because they don’t reflect
his own notion of a “non-nation-state future”, he ignores his
own desire for such. He reached the conclusion that de-
centralized social and economic systems, organized 1in
democratic, non-statist manner, will only come through common
struggles by various movements and broad social involvement.

So instead of constantly trying to define what “true”
anarchism is, he decided to try another approach: to locate
the anti-authoritarian characteristics of various already
existing social movements and to identify their common enemies
(oppressors) and thus to connect them. And in order such
connections to be made, narrow ideological narratives had to
be abandoned and replaced by general anti-authoritarian
culture, which can simultaneously be determined and itself to
determine the context in which it was created.



Conclusion

Moving beyond Ideology does not mean abdicating from our ideas
and principles but their constant reevaluation and
development. To the fears that without ideological identities
we will be absorbed by the dominant culture of political
apathy and mindless consumerism we can answer with the
creation of a broad citizen culture of autonomous individuals
who are, before all, speakers of words and doers of deeds
[12]. Such a broad concept, based, as proposed by Mary Dietz,
on the virtue of mutual respect and the principle of “positive
liberty” of self-governance (and not simply the “negative
liberty” of non-interference), will Kkeep the anti-
authoritarian spirit while allowing for interaction with large
sections of the society and the implementation in practice of
our ideas in different contexts. Only one such approach will
help us escape the “sectarianism” (with all the separatism and
lifestylishness that stems from it) of the political movements

haunting them from the beginning of 20" century until
nowadays.
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Ao Ttnv olkovopia TNG Kpiong
OT1C PWYMHEC eAgvOeplac

«X{yovpa, vndpyetl TaE1KOC MOAEMOC, GAA& n O1KA poOvL TAEN, TWV
nmAovoiwv, €ival avt mov KAvel Tov MOAEUO, KOl TPOC TO TOPOV
kepd1Covue . »

Warren Buffett — The Sage of Omaha

01 yoxpaitpyol avaAvtéc yvwpilouvv amd kaipd 06Tl T ATOMO-
KATTLTOAALOTEG, AE1TOVPYWVTOC Yla TO OCUMPEPOV TOUG £XOLV TNV
TACN VO OLUTEPLPEPOVTAL £TO1l, WOTE va 0dnyovvV OUVAAOY1KA TOV
KATM1TOA1opu0 Babvtepa o€ kpion. To 1610 pmopovHE va TMOVHE Y1la
Ta 61dgopa ovvieEYV1IAKA ocvupépovta 1oL deomdlovv MEPLOdIKA oTNV
MOALT1KA] KAl Ol1KOVOMlKA oknvA: o1 tpanelitec kat o1
XPNUAT1O0TEC MOV d1yovv yla pmévoug kKot puvBuilouv MOALTIKEC O€
Ovdoilvyktov Katl Aovdivo, n avayevvnuévn TAEN TWV €1000NUATIWY
MOV aAmoomovv e€voikia Ox1 povo amd TOv £AEYXO0 TNG YNNG, TNG
16toktnoiag kKol Twv moOpwv OAAG KOl amd TA TMVEVLPAT LKA
d1Kalwuata, ol peydAol €umopol, oav To Wal Mart kot to Ikea,
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nmov Obeopegvouvy amdAvta TOULC TMOPAYWYOUG OT0 oxediacud TOULC
KOO10TWVTAC TOLC VUTMOYXEIpla OTA AVTAYWVIOT1KA TOug malyvidia.
Ta dtopa Kol ol ocvvteyxviec mouv €mMid1WKOLY TA OH1KA TOULG
OVUQEPOVTA 0XEOOV MAVTA AMETLXOV VA O1AUOPPWOOLY HU1X GLVEKT KN
moAltikA atlévta yla va otabepomoifjoovv, mOCO HAAAOV v«
avalwoyovAooLy, £€va KOTAPPEOV KATITAALOT1KO ovotnua. daivetat
moavTol 0Tl avtd ovuPaivel kKatl Twpa. MIC GAALWG 6o UMOPOVOAUE
va €ENYNCOVHME TNV TEPACTLIN O1KOVOU1KHA vmootApilEn mov divetat
and TOUGC TMAOVLO1OTEPOUC KAMITUALOTEC KAl T1GC mMavioXVLpPEC
ovvtexvieg tng oilkovoptlag Kal Twv PIvTia O0T1C QAUAEG TOALTKEC
TOv KlvAuato¢ Tea Party otig HIMA;

Akoun mio mMPOoBANUATIKOC £lval 0 €vOOKPATIKOC avTaywvilouds yla
nmAoUTOo Kol €&ovoia, KOBWC KOl O OXNUATIOMOC €EOVLO1OCTIKWV
OVMMOX 1V, €1861kd emeldn ta kpdtn H1eEKd1KOUV KOl OE KAMO10
BaBuod bdiratnpovv, eite pepovwuéva e€ite OVAAOY1IKA (MEOW
ovHMay 1wy oav to NATO), TO0 povomwAlo otnv doknon tng Blag. O
MOALT1KO-OTPATIWTILIKOC KOOHOC TOAU ouvyva HeEyeBUvel mnoapd
AUBADVEL T1C EOWTEPLKEG QVTLQPACELC TNG OLOOWPELONG KeEQaAaiov
BAdmTovTaC 6A0LG €KTOC amd TOLG TMAOVO10UC KOl 10XLPOUG. Avutol
ol kivbuvol €xovv avayvwplotel €dbw kol kalpd. Onwg onueiwoe o
Bpetavdc oilkovouoAdyoc William Thompson to 1824: «Mmpootd oTn
diratApnon auVTAC TNC OVLYKEKPLHEVNG KATAVOMAG (mAovTOUL), n
61apkAC duvotuyia A evtuvyxia OANGC TNC avOpwmivnG QUAAC BewpndnKe
ava&ia Adyov. H draiwvion twv emiteELYHATwY TNG €&ovoiag, TNG
QMATNG KOl TNG TUXNG €XE1 ATMOKOAEOTEl oTOOEPOTNTH, KOl yla TN
otAPlENn avTAC TNGC TNMAAOTAC otaBepdtnTag €xovv Ovotlactel
abvownnta OAEC 01 mMOapaAywylkKEG OduvatdinTteEC TNG AVOPWTTLVNG
@UANG.» Ekel odnyolv akpilBw¢ n mAaocth otabepdtnTta TNG
A1TOTNTOGC Kol n mMAaoTh otafepdtnta TNG ATEPUOVNG ABPO1OTKAC
avdntugng.

Autd TmOvV OLYKPATNOGE OQUTEC T1C QOUVAPTNTEC KOAMUITOALOTUIKE(Q
MOALT1KEGC OTO0 TmoapeABOv Atav o1 palilkol QYWVEC TWV
KOTATMLEOUEVWY KAl TWY EKOIWYHEVWY, TWY EPYATOV EVAVTLIA GTOUC
KOM1ITOALOTEG, TWV TMOALTOV EVAVT1N OTOLG €1000nuaTieC KAl TOULC
QAPTAKT1KOUC €UMOPOUC, OAGKANPWY TANOLOUWY €vdvTia ©Tn ouvyvd



Blain Anocteia amd TOUG QMOIKLOKPATEG KAl 1UMEPLAALOTEG, Mall
ME TOUC TM10 aoca@e{C¢ aAAd Ox1 AlydTEPO ONUAVTIKOUG AYWVEG Y1ld
d1katoolvn, O1KA1WPOTA KOl Mla T10 NO1KA KOl ONUOKPATKA
KO1VwV1KA opydvwon. Ta TteAgvtala ocapdvta xpdévia, o1
opyoavwuéveg OBopég TETOlaC avtiotaong otnv e€KBapBaploTiKi
Aeittovpyla touv kepaAaiov €xovv dlraAvbel, agnvovtag miocw E€va
nepiepyo peiypya MAA1LOV KAl VEWV OECHWY, OOV QLTOUC TOUL
nepléypaya oto teEAevtaio kKepdAaio tov PBiBAiov “Enigma”, mov
dvokoAgVoVTOl VO APOPWOOLY HP1A OCUVEKTLKA avtibeon 1 €va
OUVEKT1KO EVOAAQKT1KO mpdypoupa. Avth eival pia Katdotaon mov
nmpounvveEl TO KOKO TOO0O yla TO Ke@PAAA10 000 KOl Y10 TOUC
avepwmovg. 06nyel oe TMOALTIKEG TOU OTUA «UETA amd HEVA O
KATAKAVOUOC», HE T1C omoie¢ ol mMAOUGlOl @QavTaclwvovItal 0Tl
MTTOPOUY VO EMITMAE0VY AOPUAWG OT1GC TMAVOTMAEC KOl TMOAVLTEAETLC
K1BwTo0C Ttoug (MATWGC auvtd deilyvel n maykooula apmayrn yng;),
apfivovtac O6AovC €UAC TOULC ULMOAOLTOLC VA AVTIUETWNICOVLPE TOV
KATAOKAVOMG. AAAdG, Twpa mAEov, 01 mAovLolol dev umopolv va
eAntilovy 6Tt1 Oa emimAéovv mavw amnd TOv KOOUO OMWG TOV
dl1audpopwoe TO KEQAAA10, ylati TWpa OEV UMAPYEL KUPLOAEKT LKA
MEPOGC VA KPLYTODLV.

Mével va dovOpe av €é€va dAAo €16oc Oeopwv pmopeil va
ovvbnuiovpynBel otnv €mMoxYN MOGC Yyld v OWOOLYV TO KEQAAX10 amd
TOV €aUTO TOU KOl V' QMOTPEYOLV TO QMOTEAECUX TIOL TPOERBAEYE O
Toumoov. AAAG akOUn K1 ov UMopoUV va dnuiovpyndolv TETO101
@eopotl, dev apkel va @aivovtatr moAv diragopetikol amd avtolg
MOV €KaAvav TIOA1T1KI 0T0 TOPEABOV. Aev apkel va emidikovy €£vav
TM10 TMOA1T1OMEVO KamlTaAlopd. Oa yperaoctel va sykataAeiyouvv Tnv
KIXwWT1kl avalntnon €vO0¢ KamiTaAlopol nbikov katl dikaiov. To
MPOBANUA TNG OTEPMOVNG ABPOIOTIKAGC aVATMTLVENC MEOW TNCG
atépuovng ovoowpevong kKegoaAaiov dilroykwvetal 660 TMEPVAEL O
Ka1pog. Mpémer v’ avtigetwniotet.

Ané auvtAv TN pdakpompOBeoun mMPOOMTIKA, TO Kivntpo v«
gV1ioY0oovPE TNV avdnTtuvEn otnv AvatoAilkn kKot Nétia Acia, Omwg
Kal o€ GAAeC meplox€éC, oav Ta TMAovola Kpdtn TouL KOATmov,
dnuilovpywvTtag Ml UTMEPPBOALIKA €KBOYA TOU QUEPIKAV1IKOUL TPOTOU



CwAc («odAynoe yia va eicat CwvtavdC KOl YOV10E HEXPL va
MEcELC KATW»), €ivatl mpoeavii¢ AdBog. H maykéopia apmayf TG
yn¢ mov ovpBaivel oAuepa eival anddel€&n avtod TOL AdBOUC OTNV
npdEn. Kat eve pmopel va gaivetal MEPLEPYWS OWOTO, OE oOYEon ME
T1C MAKPOTPOOECUEC AVAYKEG, va KATOO1KAGOUUE TOUC €QULTOUC MOGC
otn Bépera Apepikhi kol TNV Evpwmn oe YoaunAR avdmtuvEn Kot
61opkf AirtoTnTA, OUTO 1O0YVEL POVO Qv BEAOUVUE va LTEPAOTI{OOVLUE
Ta TMpovoula TNG TMAouvTtokpatiag, aAAd dev obnyei movBevd av
BEAOVUE V' avTlKkaTOOoTAOOVUE TNV adl€€odn diapkA avdmtvEn uE
T1G Anelpeg mMBavOTNTEG AVAMTUENG TWY QVOPWMTIVWY BLVATOTATWY.

H Bpayuvmpobeoun €KpnEn TNG KOAMITAALOT1KAG OVATTLENG OT1G
avadvoueveg ayopég, amd tnv AvatoAlkhd katl Notia Acotla pEYpl TN
Aativikf Apepikrn, umopel va BondAcGEL 6TNV AVAKATOVOUNR TOVL
MOYKOGU10V MAOVUTOL Kol dOvaung, K1 €10l va dnuiovpyAocel pila
mio vyl kat 1oétiun PBdon yla tnv €nitevén Hiag mio Aoyilkd
opyovwuévng maykOopltag oilkovopioag. AAAA o mAoUTOC TOV
MOPAYETA1 KATOVEUETAL Avica. Afyetal 6ti n Ivdia mnyaivel KaAd
O1KOVOM1KA, e€meld €xer avdmntvén 7%. Avtdé onuaiver 6Tl O
aAp1Ou6C TWv H10EKATOPULPLOVXWYV €KTOEEVTNKE amd 26 to 2007 oc¢
69 to 2010. Kot otnv Kiva ocvppBaiver to 1610. MapdAo mouv €ivat
d0okoAo va €xouvpe akplBr otolxeia, vumdpyovv OAMEPA T1OAVKG
neplocdtepol dioekatoupvplovyxol otnv Kiva amn’ omouvdAmote otnv
Koouo kKal €ivat diatebeipuévol va €@PapuOOOULY TAOVTOKPATIKEC
MOALT1KEG Onw¢ O6Aol. H Bpayuvmpdbeoun avay&vvnon TG AVATTLENG
EVAVT1A OTNV EMEKTELVOUEVN @PTWYE1Q MTMOPEL, QUOIKA, VO HAC
dwoelr xpoévo yla Tml1o pakpompOOBeopeEC AVGELG, Yla va
enegepyactovue TOV TPOMO peTdBaong. AAAG o xpdévog mov
kepd1lovue €ivatl XpAoO1HOC MOVO AV TOV XPNOL1UOTIOLACOVUE OWOTAd,
KAl yla TOUC TIAOUTOKPATEC OAol EEpoupe T1 onuaivel «va
XPNOLUOTO LACOVUE OCWOTA».

Npénetl va PBpedel pra evaAAaktikhA. Kat €dbw yivetar kpioiun n
avaduvon €vOC MAyKOOU10L EMOVACTATIKOD KlvAuatog, O6x1 pévo v’
avoyolTtiocel TO KOUO TWY OQUTOKATACTPOPLKWY KOMLTOAALGT LKWV
ovunepleopwyv (to omoio amd pévo touv €ivatl omovdaio emitevyua),
QAAd Kol yla va opyavwbovupe mdAil, va apytoovpe va xtilovuvpue



VEEC OPYOVWTIKEC @OpuEC, TpamneleC YVWOEWV KAl BOEwpnT1KA
oOYAMaTa, VEEC TEXVOAOYlEC, OULOTAMATA TMAPAYWYNC KOl
KATAVAAWONG, €V TeE1LPAMATI{ONOOTE HE VEEC OOUEC BeEOUWY,
KO1VWV1KWY KOl QUOLKWY OYXECEWV, ME TOV emavacyxediaoud 1n¢
avEavéueva actikomolnuévne kadOnuep1lviAc CwAC. Evd to KEQAAQ 10
HOG €XEl TMpooPEpel ag@bovia péowv yla va mpooeyyioovue 1o 6T6)0
TNG OVTIKATITOALOTIKAG METABAONG, Ol KAMITOALOTEC Oa KAVOLV
0,Tt €ivatl dvvatd yia va amnotpéyouvv auvuth TN HeETABaon, 6co0
EMITAKTIKEG K1 av €lval ol ovvOiRkeg. Qotdco, TO KABAKOV TNG
METABaong To €xovue €peicg, Ol o1 mAovTtokpdTteg. Onwg
oVUBOVAEeYe KdAmoTte o0 Xai&mnp: «To o@dAua.. dev Bpioketal ot’
A0TEPLA OAAG O’ €pdC TMOL vTMOTACOOMAOTE.» ALTA TN OTlyun, ONMWG
niotevel o Warren Buffett, n td&n tov kepdiler. To dueoco
KaBkov poc €ivatl va tov BydAouvue AdO0C.

0 David Harvey civair ka@nyntic¢ lewypapiac katr AvBpwroAoyiac
oto lMaveniotnuio tn¢ N. Yépknc (CUNY). Eivatr éva¢ amdé TtoUuC
Kopvpaiov¢ pt1loondcte¢ OewpnTtiKoUG UE O1€EOVEC KUPOC Kal
aQvaueoa otov¢ 20 mio EMIPAVEIC ovVyypaAPe(C OT1C AVOPWINIOTIKEC
EMIOTNUEGC. To £€pyo TOoU €xel naiéetr mpwtapyxikd poAo oTnVv
YEVIKOTEPN ovlNTNON yla KO1VWV1KA KAl MOAITIKA CnNTAMATA KAl
eilvat Baoilk6C vVMEPAOTIOTAC TOV «O1KAIWUATOC OTNV MOAN». XTQ
EAANViKa KvkAogopovUv Tta BiBAia Tov: «H Katdotaon TN¢
UETAVEWTEPLKOTNTAC», «NeopiAeAevOepioudc: Iotopia kat mapov»,
«0 VEOG 1UMTEPIAATIOUOC.

Anéonaoua ané tnv outAi{a tov oto B—Fest, 28 Maiov 2011
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